
By Jeffrey Melvin
Fayetteville VAMC
Public Affairs

 Cumberland County, 
home to Fort Bragg and 
Fayetteville VAMC, be-
came the first county in 
North Carolina to declare 
an end to homelessness 
among Veterans during 
a ceremony on the front 
steps of the medical center 
Oct. 23.
 “No Veteran should 
have to spend a night on 
the streets of Cumberland 
County again,” keynote 
speaker Laressa Witt, Vet-
eran Services program 

manager, N.C. Family En-
deavors, said to a spirited 
round of applause from 
the diverse crowd gath-
ered to celebrate the oc-
casion marked by the is-
suance of a proclamation 
from the Fayetteville City 
Council.
 According to Witt, 
Cumberland County 
helped 279 homeless Vet-
erans get off the streets 
and into permanent hous-
ing, reaching a milestone 
many even in this Vet-
eran-friendly part of the 
state deemed unreachable.

By Steve Wilkins
VISN 6 Public Affairs

 Much ado has been 
made about the recent 
story of Amy Robach, the 
television reporter who 
discovered her breast can-
cer through an on-air ex-
amination, an exercise she 
hoped would bring atten-
tion to the importance of 
screenings during Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month.  
 Her exam, a mam-
mogram, was performed 
by a technician aboard a 
mobile unit that makes it 
more convenient for in-
dividuals who don’t live 
or work close to facilities 
that offer the service. 
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Mobile Unit To Meet Cancer Screening Demands

Veteran Homelessness Ends In Cumberland County
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Steve Wilkins
(L to R) VISN 6 Director Dan Hoffmann, VISN 6 Radiol-
ogy lead Dr. Robert Sherrier, Veteran Wendy McBride, 
Fayetteville VAMC Director Elizabeth Goolsby, VISN 
6 Lead Women’s Veterans Program Manager Shenekia 
Williams-Johnson and Wilmington HCC Director Fred 
Roche participate in the official ribbon cutting of VA’s 
mobile mammography van.

Continued on Pg 6
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From The Director
 October 2015 will go 
down as a milestone for all 
things Veteran-related with-
in VISN 6. 
 The story on Page 1 with 
regard to ending homeless-
ness is truly remarkable.  
In North Carolina, Cum-
berland County was the 
first to announce that they 
have achieved Functional 
Zero with regard to Veter-
an homelessness. Forsythe 
County’s announcement is imminent, and Buncombe, 
Mecklenburg, Durham, Wake, and Guilford are making 
significant headway. Of particular note is that on Vet-
erans Day, Virginia will announce that the entire com-
monwealth has also achieved Functional Zero.
 This is a tremendous achievement made possible 
through the many key partnerships between VA, the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 
state and local communities.
 Functional Zero, a term developed by the U.S. Inter-
agency Council on Homelessness, may be a new term 
to many. What it really means is that more Veterans are 
coming out of being homeless than those becoming 
homeless, and that the infrastructure and systems are 
in place to provide any Veteran experiencing a housing 
crisis a quick path to  permanent housing.
 Permanent housing and a permanent address is vi-
tally important for any person to search for and get a 
job, receive required and follow-up medical care, and 
most importantly, to be able to break the cycle that 
caused them to be homeless.
 In other news, I extend a Happy Birthday to the Ma-
rine Corps and I offer my congratulations and warm 
welcome to one of their own, retired Major Gen. Cor-
nell Wilson on his appointment as North Carolina’s first 
Secretary of the state’s new Department of Military and 
Veterans Affairs. The fact that North Carolina has ele-
vated military and Veterans affairs to a department lev-
el is a sure-fire demonstration as to the value the state 
puts on the military, Veterans, and families of both who 
reside here.
 Fayetteville VAMC’s 75th anniversary is another 
milestone worth mentioning. Someone had the foresight 

to open this facility prior to America entering World 
War II and since that time, this facility has played a sig-
nificant role in caring for untold numbers of Soldiers, 
Sailors, Airmen, and Marines and Coast Guardsmen. 
The future remains bright for Veterans in eastern North 
Carolina as the Medical Center moves its outpatient 
care operations to the new Health Care Center. In addi-
tion to providing expanded outpatient services in new 
space, it also provides management the opportunity to 
renovate the existing structure to accommodate more 
advanced inpatient services.
 Another event adding to October’s milestone status 
was the official opening of our new mobile mammog-
raphy van. This wonderful vehicle really demonstrates 
our growing capabilities with regard to providing the 
best care possible to our women Veterans. This is VA’s 
second mobile platform, but the first east of the Rockies 
and we’re proud to offer this new service. The mobile 
van will begin circulating through our health care cen-
ters in January. 
 Finally, I want to share that the VA realignment 
process has begun. Beckley VAMC now falls under 
the leadership of the VA Capitol Health Care Network 
(VISN 5). We’ve always been proud of the men and 
women of the Beckley VAMC and the work they do 
to enhance the lives of the Veterans they serve. I thank 
them all for contributing to our many successes and 
wish them well as they move forward under VISN 5 
leadership.
Sincerely,
Dan Hoffmann

mailto:Bruce.Sprecher@Va.gov
mailto:Bruce.Sprecher@Va.gov
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By Stephen Wilkins
VISN 6 Public Affairs

 Friends and dignitaries from around VISN 6 gath-
ered Oct. 13 to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the 
Fayetteville VAMC. Resolutions from the Governor of 
North Carolina and the Mayor of Fayetteville added to 
keynote speaker, historian Bruce Daws’ proclamation 
of the importance of the facility to the entire Fayette-
ville community, not only Veterans, from its inception 
Oct. 17, 1940 through to its next iteration, which in-
cludes the opening of the new health care center.

Fayetteville VAMC Celebrates 75th Anniversary

By David Hodge
Richmond VAMC Public Affairs 

 The Medical Society of Virginia Foundation re-
cently recognized a McGuire VAMC doctor with an 
award for efforts to substantially improve patient care 
abroad.
 Dr. Michael Czekajlo, Director of Simulation and 
a surgeon in McGuire’s emergency department, re-
ceived the Salute to Service Award for Service to the 
International Community for his hard work to bring 
lifesaving medical training to civil servants and school 
children of Poland. 

 The first American born 
child in his family, Czekajlo, 
often called Dr. Mike by col-
leagues and Veterans, heard 
many wartime stories from 
family members, and his vi-
sion of Poland was shaped, at 
first, by the experiences of his 
parents.
 Dr. Mike said he started 
work in Poland in the early 
90s after the Berlin Wall came 
down.
 The first project came 
about after Dr. Mike met some 

like-minded people who noticed a lack of standards 
while working as a med student in an emergency room 
in Poland. They worked together to design a first re-
sponder curriculum for Poland’s national fire service. 
 In 2000, he worked to develop the first American 
Heart Association (AHA) training center in Poland, 
and by 2006 started a cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
(CPR) program for school-aged children. 

 The school initiative taught CPR to about 50,000 
children the first year, and by the third year—with 
some assistance from an AHA international pro-
gram—more than 1 million children had been trained 
to administer the lifesaving technique.
 Since then, Dr. Mike explained, he has worked to 
secure national funding of approximately 65 million 
euros to develop a national simulation program for 
medical schools.
 Never one to rest on his laurels, Dr. Mike said he 
plans to continue practicing medicine for as long as 
possible, and he will continue to advocate for medical 
advancements in Poland in the hope they will some-
day be recognized as a leader of medicine throughout 
Europe.

McGuire Provider Chosen For Salute To Service Award

Courtesy Photo  
Dr. Michael Czekajlo trains a team of polish first re-
sponders while working in Poland.

Dr. Michael Czekajlo

Continued on Pg 4
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Brad Garner  
Fayetteville VAMC Director Elizabeth Goolsby (far 
right) prepares to turn some dirt during a ceremonial 
tree planting at the medical center’s 75th anniversary 
celebration with (from left) Debra Young, FVAMC in-
terim associate director for patient care services; Sean 
Turner, FVAMC associate director of operations; Col. 
Ronald T. Stephens, commander, Womack Army Medi-
cal Center on Fort Bragg, retired Brig. Gen. Ferdinand 
Irizarry, and Command Sgt. Maj. Carlos Gomez; Wom-
ack AMC Command Sergeant Major. 

 “What an accomplishment,” stated VA Under Sec-
retary for Health Dr. David Shulkin, observing recently 
that the facility “served Veterans for so many decades, 
providing excellent quality care.” When the facility 
opened, it represented state-of the-art service, receiving 
wide spread acclaim for its design, and amenities. The 
hospital served as a shining example of the federal gov-
ernment’s commitment, through VA, to provide quality 
health care to the nation’s Veterans.
 Today, it is a complexity level 2 medical center au-
thorized 60 general medical, surgical and mental health 
beds, with more than 1,700 employees and a network 
of 15 subordinate sites of care. Together this enterprise 
serves more than 65,000 Veterans from 19 counties 
throughout Southeastern North Carolina and 2 counties 
in Northeastern South Carolina.
 Fayetteville VAMC has just completed a 250,000 
square-foot, patient care facility on Raeford Road, cul-
minating the efforts of community and federal entities 
to expand health care services that meet the needs of a 
continually growing Veteran population.
 The movement of outpatient services to the health 
care center allows renovations at the original Ramsey 
Street site and expansion of several specialty clinics en-
abling Fayetteville VAMC to continue providing high-
quality health care to North Carolina’s Veterans for de-
cades to come.

75th Anniversary continued from Pg 3

Durham VAMC Hosts National Creative Arts Festival
By Steve Wilkins
VISN 6 Public Affairs

 They came to celebrate their achievement, each 
with incredible, touching personal stories of life and 
its lessons. Over the course of a week, Veterans who’d 
won top honors in the National Veterans Creative Arts 
Festival met and shared their wisdom, talents and sweat 
to create a masterpiece of creative expression.
 By Sunday, Oct. 18 their production was ready for 
prime time and the public was treated to first, a display 
of art in a variety of mediums and then a three-hour per-
formance combining dance, oration, song and instru-
mentation at Memorial Hall on the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill Campus.
 Presented annually by VA, the National Veterans 
Creative Arts Festival is the grand finale stage and art 
show, which are the culmination of annual talent com-
petitions in art, creative writing, dance, drama and 
music for Veterans treated by VA. Local, regional and 
national judging of more than 3,000 submissions took 
place in the spring. Categorical winners were invited to 
participate in the festival.

 You’d never know that many of the Veterans on 
stage or next to their artwork had overcome PTSD, 

Continued on Pg 10

Courtesy Photo
A chorus of Veterans offer a salute during their closing 
medley of songs during the National Veterans Creative 
Arts Festival Oct. 18.
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 Until recently VA has not offered the radiologic 
breast screenings outside its medical centers. But the 
Oct. 16 introduction of VA’s second Mobile Mammog-
raphy Unit (the first on the East Coast) in Wilmington, 
N.C. heralds a new dawn for women Veteran’s health.
 The 40-foot mobile mammography unit, built for 
VA by SVSR, Inc. of Harmony, N.C., features a work 
station, digital mammography technology, two dressing 
rooms, and a waiting area. It is on site at the VA Wilm-
ington Health Care Center now through January before 
beginning a rotation to other locations in the network. 
 In January, the vehicle will move the screening ca-
pability to female Veterans at the Greenville VA Health 
Care Center.
 Just as the reporter’s visit to a mobile clinic may 
have saved her life, VA hopes many women Veterans 
will visit the unit for detection of the disease, which, 
if found could be managed or eradicated to potentially 
extend or save a person’s life.
 “Breast cancer screening is important. A mammo-

gram is one of the most effective ways to detect breast 
cancer early, and early detection makes a big difference 
in a woman’s chance of surviving,” said Dr. Juana Her-
nandez, Women Veterans Program Manager for Fay-
etteville VAMC, which provides oversight for Wilm-
ington HCC.
 VA encourages all women between ages 50 and 75 
to get mammograms every two years.
 “This van will have a tremendous impact on access 
to mammogram screenings for the area’s women Vet-
erans,” said Shenekia Williams-Johnson, who oversees 
the VISN 6 Women’s Health program. 
 “Mammograms play such a vital role in the ear-
ly detection of breast cancer because they can detect 
changes in the breast that are too small or subtle to be 
felt,” said Williams-Johnson.
 Women Veterans receiving care at any VA medical 
center or clinic should contact their primary care team 
or Women Veterans Program Manager to find out more 
about scheduling a mammogram screening. 

Mobile Screening continued from Pg 1

Sharonda Pearson
Operation Toasty Toes Donates $10K
Asheville VAMC Director Cynthia Breyfogle ac-
cepts a $10,000 donation to the medical center 
from Operation Toasty Toes Chairlady Patricia-
Lee Pirog Oct. 26. According to Asheville’s Acting 
Chief of Voluntary Service Vicki Eatmon, “We’re 
very grateful to the Hendersonville Chapter for 
the wonderful donation of money and handmade 
items. Voluntary Services will put these gifts to 
use serving local area Veterans in need.”

Sharonda Pearson
Lowes Enhances Asheville VAMC
As part of the Lowe’s Heroes program, Lowe’s 
Home Improvement of Western Asheville col-
laborated with several other local companies to 
improve Asheville VA’s Community Living Cen-
ter courtyard and several other select areas. The 
three-day project, which started on Oct. 8, includ-
ed the planting of flowers and fruit trees; build-
ing a covered area next to the smoking section to 
provide additional shade for Veterans; installing 
several grills; and replacing damaged brick on 
the medical center’s Carroll Chimes Bell Tower.
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Homelessness continued from Pg 1
 Yellow ribbons and balloons dispersed throughout 
the area lent a festive air to the occasion which got off 
to a soaring start with a beautiful rendition of the Na-
tional Anthem by a female harmonic melody ensemble 
from nearby Reid Ross Classical High School.
 A succession of speakers representing the many or-
ganizations that played a role in reaching the milestone 
delivered remarks and shared their take on how they 
got there. A common theme among the speakers—com-
mitment, collaboration and community.
 This milestone, confirmed by the U.S. Interagency 
Council on Homelessness, was accomplished through 
collaborative efforts among key member agencies such 
as the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs, the Cum-
berland County Continuum of Care, nonprofit agency, 
Family Endeavors, Fayetteville Mayor Nat Robertson’s 
Office, the Cumberland County Board of Commission-
ers and the community.
 Witt acknowledged, “There will always be home-
less Veterans in Cumberland County, but now we have 
the resources and coordinated system to transition 
homeless Veterans into permanent housing within 30 
days.”  The concept is called “functional zero.” 
 Fayetteville VAMC Director Elizabeth Goolsby 
said reaching functional zero is an example of the ex-
cellent collaboration between the VA and community 
partners. She cited a joint effort between her and May-
or Nat Robertson, who was in the audience, to ensure 
resources were available and the issue brought to the 
forefront.
 “The city council and county commissioners have 
made homelessness a top priority in the city, and mon-
ey has been set aside by the two local governments to 
fund a homeless liaison to serve as a point of contact for 
various agencies working on the issue,” she said.
 Getting to functional zero was a journey, she said, a 
point echoed by Witt.
 “Since late 2014, the Fayetteville VAMC and Fam-

ily Endeavors has targeted outreach activities to iden-
tify homeless Veterans at shelters, feeding stations, the 
hospital, schools, churches, transitional housing, librar-
ies and the police station,” she said. “The outreach also 
extended to underpasses, bus stations, tent cities and 
wooded areas.”
 Cumberland County has the capacity to connect 
Veterans to permanent housing through Supportive 
Services for Veteran Families Temporary Financial As-
sistance and vouchers offered through HUD-VASH, a 
joint program between HUD and VA. 
 If permanent housing isn’t immediately available, 
Veterans are offered temporary housing at emergency 
shelters, transitional homes, or hotel vouchers while 
housing is secured, often through private property own-
ers.
 While speaking at the ceremony, Witt said there 
were 13 Veterans waiting to be assisted into permanent 
housing, five of whom were unsheltered and eight were 
sheltered. Each Veteran had a Housing Stability Plan 
and a case manager who made weekly contact.
 The VA program Supportive Services for Veteran 
Families offers further assistance programs to homeless 
Veterans such as employment, legal services and con-
sumer credit counseling.
 “There is no greater stain on our nation than when 
we see a fighting man or woman homeless,” said N.C. 
Department of Veterans Affairs Director Ilario Pantano 
who represented the governor to mark the occasion.  
Fortunately, in Cumberland County, thanks to the ef-
forts of many, that stain has been removed. Now the 
rest of North Carolina has to follow suit.

Brad Garner
Fayetteville VAMC Director Elisabeth Goolsby ad-
dresses the audience Oct. 23 during a ceremony com-
memorating the end to Veteran homelessness in Cum-
berland County. 

Andrew Holsinger, a for-
merly homeless Veteran, 
lauds VA and Family 
Endeavors. Less than 30 
days after seeking as-
sistance, he said he was 
housed and offered part-
time work by his landlord 
property owner Juanita 
Ray. He now works full-
time for Ray who spoke 
at the ceremony as well.

Brad Garner



7

Your Health

By K. Marie Callahan
VISN 6

 If you are a Veteran, you know what it means to be 
a part of something greater than yourself. The Million 
Veteran Program (MVP) provides a familiar opportu-
nity for the Veteran: the chance to be a most valuable 
player in making a huge difference in the lives of oth-
ers. 
 The mission of the MVP is to provide the world of 
medicine with a vast amount of genetic, clinical, life-
style and military-exposure information to learn more 
about the role of genes in health and disease in order to 
eventually offer what VA Chief Research and Develop-
ment Officer, Timothy O’Leary, M.D., Ph.D. identifies 
as precision medicine.
 Data collected through MVP are available to re-
searchers for use in approved studies, to include post-
traumatic stress disorder, schizophrenia, bipolar dis-
order, substance use disorders and heart and kidney 
disease. 
 All information, genetic and otherwise, is kept se-
cure and de-identified. Samples and data are coded; no 
names, birthdates or social security numbers are shared. 

 This year, the MVP reached a milestone of 400,000 
enrollees. Although still a ways to go before reach-
ing one million, VISN 6 played a role in this exciting 
benchmark by enrolling over 27,000 Veteran partici-
pants!
 Veterans who volunteer for the program donate 
blood, from which DNA is extracted, and periodically 
fill out surveys about their health, health-related behav-
iors and military experiences. 
 As an MVP volunteer, a Veteran also consents to 
having authorized researchers access the information 
in their VA electronic health record, and to being re-
contacted for future research opportunities. 
 “We are proud to see the progress being made in 
MVP, and we are confident the knowledge gained 
through this research will have a very tangible and 
positive impact on the health care that Veterans and all 
Americans receive,” said VA Secretary Robert A. Mc-
Donald. “We applaud our Veterans participating in the 
program. The selfless sacrifice they are making will al-
low researchers to gain valuable, important information 
which may enhance the lives of many.”
 For more information on the MVP, visit www.
research.va.gov/MVP.

Be an “MVP” when you enroll in the Million Veteran Program

 The Department of Veterans Affairs is stepping up 
its efforts to accelerate treatment for Veterans with hep-
atitis C and advanced liver disease (ALD) through the 
creation of  a Hepatitis C–ALD dashboard. 
 The dashboard works by using a set of criteria, in-
cluding age, gender, geography, service era along with 
and race and ethnicity, to distinguish Veteran groups at 
highest risk for ALD as a result of hepatitis C. 
 “The dashboard is a powerful data tool to help VA 
identify Veteran groups disproportionately affected by 
Advanced Liver Disease and to ensure they receive the 
appropriate health care,” said Dr. David Shulkin, VA’s 
Under Secretary for Health. “VA will provide data di-
rectly to facilities for any of the vulnerable groups iden-
tified by the dashboard and support outreach efforts to 
Veteran populations disparately impacted and not cur-
rently served by VA health care. This is an important 
step in assuring all Veterans with ALD receive timely, 
appropriate care.”
 VA’s Veterans Health Administration’s Office of 
Health Equity developed the dashboard as part of its ef-
forts to target and accelerate care of Veterans with this 
serious disease.
 The new resource promotes equitable diagnosis 
and treatment of underserved Veterans with hepatitis C 
and ALD nationally and compliments existing clinical 

hepatitis and liver disease dashboards available in some 
Veterans Integrated Service Networks or VISNs.
 Chronic hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection is the 
most common blood-borne infection in the world. 
Complications that result from untreated HCV infec-
tion include progressive liver damage leading to cirrho-
sis, primary cancer of the liver, liver failure and death.
 Although many of these complications are treatable 
or even preventable, three-quarters of the individuals 
with HCV infection in the U.S. are unaware they are 
infected. VA leads the country in hepatitis screening, 
testing, treatment, research and prevention.
 The Hepatitis C-ALD dashboard further advances 
the vision for quality care and improved access to care 
identified in VA’s Blueprint for Excellence. 
 For more information on the dashboard, visit www.
hsrd.research.va.gov/news/video/heap.cfm.

VA Launches Hepatitis C—Advanced Liver Disease Dashboard

http://www.ptsd.va.gov
http://www.ptsd.va.gov
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By K. Marie Callahan
VISN 6

 Community members, VA employees, Veterans and 
their family members turned out to welcome the new 
Raleigh Vet Center Oct. 28, at 8851 Ellstree Lane, Ra-
leigh, across from the Brier Creek Commons Shopping 
Center. The Vet Center moved from their location on 
Old Louisburg Road in Raleigh in order to be more cen-
trally located within the Triangle area.
 For more than 35 years, Vet Centers have provided 
readjustment counseling services to combat veterans 
and their families, victims of military sexual trauma, 
and bereaved families of service members who have 
died on active duty, all as part of their pledge: Keeping 
the Promise.
 Vet Center services include individual, group, cou-
ples and family therapy with referrals for additional is-
sues in the area of substance abuse, employment, and 
benefits.
 Seven staff members will provide counseling ser-
vices for Veterans and their families free of charge with-
in the new facility. Although the address has changed, 

the phone number remains the same. For more informa-
tion, call 919-856-4616 or visit www.vetcenter.va.gov. 

New Raleigh Vet Center Opens Near Brier Creek

Soldier Missing From
Korean War Accounted For
 The Department of Defense POW/MIA Account-
ing Agency announced that the remains of a U.S. ser-
viceman, missing from the Korean War, have been 
identified and will be returned to his family for burial 
with full military honors.
 Army Pfc. Frank Worley, 21, of Wilmington, 
N.C., will be buried Nov. 6 in Salisbury, N.C. On Feb. 
11, 1951, Worley and elements of Battery A, 503rd 
Field Artillery Battalion, 2nd Infantry Division, were 
occupying a position in the vicinity of Hoengsong, 
South Korea, when their unit was overwhelmed by 
Chinese forces. This attack caused the 2nd ID to with-
draw south to a more defensible position. Worley was 
reported missing after the attack. A military review 
board amended his status to deceased in March 1954. 
 Between 1990 and 1994, North Korea returned to 
the United States 208 boxes of human remains, which 
is believed to contain the remains of at least 600 U.S. 
servicemen who fought during the war. North Korean 
documents included in the repatriation indicated that 
some of the remains were recovered from the vicin-
ity where men captured from Worley’s unit were be-
lieved to have died.
 Today, more than 7,800 Americans remain un-
accounted for from the Korean War. Using modern 
technology, identifications continue to be made from 
remains that were previously turned over by North 
Korean officials or recovered by American recovery 
teams.
 For additional information on the Defense Depart-
ment’s mission to account for Americans who went 
missing while serving our country, visit the DPAA 
website at www.dpaa.mil or call 703-699-1420.
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 The American Legion, Veterans Assistance and 
Rehabilitation Division, will hold a Veteran’s Benefits 
event Nov. 12 and 13, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily at 
the Charles Mack Citizen Center, 215 N Main 
St, Mooresville, N.C. 28115.
 This event is for Veterans and their de-
pendents who have questions concerning 
their VA claims, appeals, and healthcare. 
 “Service—that’s what The American 
Legion is all about,” said W. Frank Stancil, 
Adjutant of The American Legion for the De-
partment (state) of North Carolina. “We exist to 
help each and every Veteran, their families and the 

communities they live in.”
         Participating will be Veteran’s Law Advocates, 

as well as VA representatives to assist with ben-
efits claims and healthcare concerns. Veterans 

with a current VA claim; or those who would 
like to file a new claim; have issues with VA 
healthcare; would like to apply for entrance 
into the VA healthcare system; or have ques-
tions regarding VA benefits are encouraged 
to attend.

     Also participating will be the North Caro-
lina Division of Veterans Affairs, The American 

Red Cross, and county Veteran’s services from sur-
rounding counties. 
 This event will be a place Veterans and dependents 
can come for resolution of VA issues. The event will  
provide a family atmosphere that will focus on wel-
coming and caring for those that have borne the battles 
for the freedom of this great nation.

American Legion To Hold Veteran’s Benefit Center In N.C.

Bruce Sprecher
American Legion Awards Asheville
Asheville VAMC Director Cynthia Breyfogle ac-
cepts a plaque from American Legion’s Depart-
ment Service Officer Cajun A. Comeau during the 
fall statewide meeting in Raleigh on Oct. 23. The 
plaque recognizes the medical center’s support for 
American Legion Veterans’ Benefits Action Cen-
ters throughout the year. More than 3,500 Veterans 
and family members have been served during the 
VBACs from June 2014 through August 2015. Over 
$2.2 million dollars in retroactive benefits pay-
ments has been made and countless Veterans have 
been enrolled in VA healthcare and advised on VA 
healthcare issues. Both Durham and Fayetteville 
VAMCs also received the award.

 Native Americans have served and died in every 
American war since colonial times; however, prior 
to 1919, they were not legally recognized as citizens 
and, therefore,  deprived of government benefits for 
their military service.
 Military pensions, reimbursements, and other 
benefits authorized for Native American Veterans 
prior to 1919 were made through individual private 
acts of Congress or U.S. treaties.
 On Nov. 6, 1919, Congress authorized citizen-
ship for all honorably discharged Native Americans 
who served with U.S. military forces during World 
War I. According to newspapers at that time, more 
than 10,000 out of roughly 33,000 American Indi-
ans eligible for military service enlisted and served 
in World War I. Their citizenship opened up access 
to Federal Veterans benefits for them without any 
loss of tribal rights.
  In 1924, citizenship expanded to all Native 
Americans born in the U.S.

November Is National
Native American Heritage Month
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Creative Arts Festival Winners from VISN 6
Name Place/Category Facility
Sherman Watkins  2nd/Watercolor  Hampton
Ted Master  1st (Best in Show)/Color Photography  Richmond
Melvin Joines  3rd/Jewlery  Asheville
Catina Evans  2nd/Model Building Kit  Durham
Jeremiah Caudill  1st/Figure Painting Kit  Durham
George Foster  1st/Poetry – Inspirational  Asheville
Glenn Welch  2nd/Poetry  Salem
Richard Sorensen  3rd/Personal experience – Inspirational  Salisbury
William Phillips  2nd/Short, Short Story – Other  Asheville
Glenn Welch  2nd/Special Recognition writing  Salem
Patricia Goodman-Allen  1st/Solo Dramatic Prose  Durham
Kimberly Winn  3rd/Drama Solo Inspirational Prose  Hampton
Fred McKinnon  3rd/Drama Solo Comedy  Hampton
Patricia Goodman-Allen  3rd(tie)/Solo Dramatic Poetry  Durham
Clinton Jefferson  3rd(tie)/Solo Dramatic Poetry  Hampton
Patricia Goodman-Allen  3rd(tie)/Solo Dramatic Poetry  Durham
Patricia Goodman-Allen  2nd/Drama Solo Inspirational Poetry  Durham
John Koelsch & John Holm  1st/Group Interpretive Performance  Salem
John Koelsch  1st/Senior Drama  Salem
Dolores Day  1st (tie)/Vocal – Country/Folk/Bluegrass  Durham
Marsha Howell Jones  3rd/Vocal Inspirational  Hampton
Sam Gallimore  3rd/Instr. – Country/Folk/Bluegrass  Salisbury
Diana Stine  3rd/Instrumental Solo – Pop  Salisbury
Alex Watson  1st/Instrumental Solo – Classical  Durham
Krickit Shoemaker  1st/Instrumental Solo – Broadway  Salisbury
Lyle “Bert” Delap  2nd/Instrumental Solo  Inspirational  Durham
Lyle “Bert” Delap  1st/Senior Instrumental Solo  Durham

aging, blindness, homelessness, and other mental and 
physical challenges to create and present their talents, 
because their work was that good. But the truth is that 
they have done just that. 
 Each of the Veterans participating in the event, 
sponsored this year by the Durham VAMC and the 
American Legion Auxilliary, uses their application of 
talent as a form of therapy for some debilitating condi-
tion.
 VA medical facilities have incorporated creative 
arts into their recreation therapy programs to enhance 
rehabilitation services for Veterans, because the arts 
can bring focus, relaxation and satisfaction, as well as 
revival of physical dexterity for Veterans. 
 The annual arts competition recognizes the progress 
and recovery made through that therapy, and increases 
visibility of the creative achievements of our Nation’s 
Veterans after disease, disability or life crisis.
 About 130 Veterans converged on the Durham 
community Oct. 12 to participate in rehearsals and 
workshops throughout the week that prepared them 
to present their abilities to the public in a culminating 

event Oct. 18. Each day the Veterans worked with each 
other to fine-tune their collaboration. As they worked 
side-by-side, their appreciation for one another’s skill 

increased.
 According to one 
Veteran musician, an ac-
complished guitarist in 
his own right, “there are 
some phenomenal talents 
here.” 
 The Veterans gath-
ered from every walk of 
life, large metropolitan 
districts and remote ru-
ral communities from 
around the nation. Their 
life experiences are di-
verse, and listening to 
one is inspiring enough 
to encourage listening to 
another. 
 Yet they shared two 
commonalities: they’d 
served their country 
proudly and their pas-
sionate application of 
talent was exquisite.
 The event was co-
ordinated by a national 
team that relied heavily 
on the efforts of volun-
teer staff from the Dur-
ham VAMC.

Festival continued from Pg 4

Courtesy Photo
Blind Veteran James Stevens used special lenses to see 
while completing his submission to the National Veter-
ans Creative Arts Festival through the Denver VAMC.
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National News

http://www.ehealth.va.gov/immunization.asp
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VISN 6 Sites Of Care & VA Vet Centers

MEDICAL CENTERS
Asheville VAMC
1100 Tunnel Road
Asheville, NC  28805
828- 298-7911,  800-932-6408
www.asheville.va.gov/

Beckley VAMC 
200 Veterans Avenue
Beckley, WV  25801
304-255-2121,  877-902-5142
www.beckley.va.gov/

Durham VAMC 
508 Fulton St.
Durham, NC  27705
919-286-0411,  888-878-6890
www.durham.va.gov/

Fayetteville VAMC 
2300 Ramsey St.
Fayetteville, NC  28301
910-488-2120,  800-771-6106
www.fayettevillenc.va.gov/

Hampton VAMC 
100 Emancipation Dr.
Hampton, VA  23667
757-722-9961,  866-544-9961
www.hampton.va.gov/

Richmond VAMC 
1201 Broad Rock Blvd.
Richmond, VA  23249
804-675-5000, 800-784-8381
www.richmond.va.gov/

Salem VAMC
1970 Roanoke Blvd.  
Salem, VA  24153
540-982-2463, 888-982-2463
www.salem.va.gov/

Salisbury VAMC
1601 Brenner Ave.
Salisbury, NC  28144
704-638-9000,  800-469-8262
www.salisbury.va.gov/

OUTPATIENT CLINICS
Albemarle CBOC
1845 W City Drive
Elizabeth City, NC  27909
252-331-2191

Brunswick Outreach Clinic 
20 Medical Campus Drive
Supply, NC  28462
910-754-6141

Charlotte CBOC
8601 University East Drive 
Charlotte, NC  28213
704-597-3500

Charlottesville CBOC 
650 Peter Jefferson Pkwy
Charlottesville, VA   22911
434-293-3890

Chesapeake CBOC
1987 S. Military Highway
Chesapeake, Va  23320
757-722-9961

Danville CBOC 
705 Piney Forest Rd.
Danville, VA  24540
434-710-4210

Emporia CBOC
1746 East Atlantic Street
Emporia, VA 23847
434-348-1500

Fayetteville HCC
7300 So. Raeford Rd
Fayetteville NC  28304
910-488-2120 
800-771-6106

Franklin CBOC 
647 Wayah St.
Franklin, NC  28734-3390
828-369-1781

Fredricksburg CBOC 
130 Executive Center Pkwy
Fredericksburg, VA  22401
540-370-4468

Goldsboro CBOC
2610 Hospital Road
Goldsboro, NC  27909
919-731-4809

Greenville HCC 
401 Moye Blvd.
Greenville, NC  27834
252-830-2149

Hamlet CBOC 
100 Jefferson Street
Hamlet, NC  28345
910-582-3536

Hickory CBOC 
2440 Century Place, SE
Hickory, NC  28602
828-431-5600

Hillandale Rd. Annex
1824 Hillandale Road
Durham, North Carolina  27705
919-383-6107

Jacksonville CBOC 
241 Freedom Way, Suite 1
Midway Park, NC  28544
910-353-6406

Jacksonville II CBOC
306 Brynn Marr Road 
Jacksonville, NC 28546
910-343-5301

Lynchburg CBOC 
1600 Lakeside Drive
Lynchburg, VA  24501
434-316-5000

Morehead City CBOC 
5420 U.S. 70
Morehead City, NC  28557
252-240-2349

Princeton VA Clinic
1511 North Walker Street
Princeton, WV  24740
304-425-8105

Raleigh CBOC 
3305 Sungate Blvd.
Raleigh, NC  27610
919-212-0129

Raleigh II Annex 
3040 Hammond Business Place
Raleigh, NC  27603
919-899-6259

Robeson County CBOC
139 Three Hunts Drive
Pembroke, NC  28372
910-521-8452

Rutherford County CBOC
374 Charlotte Road 
Rutherfordton, NC  28139
828-288-2780

Staunton CBOC
102 Lacy B. King Way
Staunton, VA  24401
540-886-5777

Tazewell CBOC 
123 Ben Bolt Ave.
Tazewell, VA  24651
276-988-2526

Virginia Beach CBOC 
244 Clearfield Avenue
Virginia Beach, VA
757-722-9961, ext. 1900

Wilmington HCC 
1705 Gardner Rd.
Wilmington, NC  28405
910-343-5300

Winston-Salem CBOC 
190 Kimel Park Drive
Winston-Salem, NC  27103
336-768-3296

Winston-Salem Annex
2101 Peters Creek Parkway
Winston-Salem, NC  27127
336-761-5300

Wytheville CBOC
165 Peppers Ferry Rd.
Wytheville, VA  24382-2363
276-223-5400

DIALYSIS CENTERS
VA Dialysis and 
Blind Rehabilitation Clinics
at Brier Creek
8081 Arco Corporate Drive 
Raleigh, NC  27617
919-286-5220

VA Dialysis Clinic Fayetteville
2301 Robeson Street, Ste. 101 
Fayetteville, NC  28305
910-483-9727

VET CENTERS
Beckley Vet Center 
1000 Johnstown Road
Beckley, WV  25801
304-252-8220

Charlotte Vet Center 
2114 Ben Craig Dr.
Charlotte, NC  28262
704-549-8025

Fayetteville Vet Center
2301 Robeson Street
Fayetteville, NC  28305
910-488-6252

Greensboro Vet Center 
3515 W Market Street, Suite 120 
Greensboro, NC  27403
336-333-5366

Greenville Vet Center 
1021 W.H. Smith Blvd.
Greenville, NC  27834
252-355-7920

Jacksonville, N.C. Vet Center
110-A Branchwood Drive
Jacksonville, NC  28546
910-577-1100

Norfolk Vet Center 
1711 Church Street
Norfolk, VA  23504
757-623-7584

Princeton Vet Center 
1511 North Walker Street
Princeton, WV  24740
304-425-8098

Raleigh Vet Center 
8851 Ellstree Lane
Raleigh, NC  27617
919-856-4616

Roanoke Vet Center 
350 Albemarle Ave., SW 
Roanoke, VA   24016
540-342-9726

Virginia Beach Vet Center
324 Southport Circle, Suite 102
Virginia Beach, VA,  23452
757-248-3665

http://www.asheville.va.gov
http://www.beckley.va.gov
http://www.durham.va.gov/
http://www.fayettevillenc.va.gov/
http://www.hampton.va.gov/
http://www.salem.va.gov/
http://www.salisbury.va.gov/

